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Tips For Controlling Pond Algae 
No matter if it is a decorative pond, 

water garden, golf course pond or 
stock tank, nothing drives pond own- 
ers crazier than an infestation of pond 
scum or pond algae. 

The only thing that equals the 
frustration of seeing it, is trying to 
control it. 

The ability to identify the type of al- 
gae in a pond and then to limit the nu- 
trients available to it goes a long way 
in preventing pond algae growth. 

There are three basic types of 
pond algae: 

Planktonic algae are microscopic, 
free floating algae that give ponds 
their clear green color. 

A normal population of planktonic 
algae is mandatory for a healthy pond, 
as they are the base of the food chain 
and are responsible for supplying the 
pond with dissolved oxygen, essential 
for the health of the other aquatic 
life. 

When planktonic algae start to 
bloom, they will give ponds a pea soup 
coloration. This usually takes place in 
summer months. 

Filamentous algae, often called 
pond scum or pond moss, begins grow- 
ing on the bottom of ponds on surface 
like rocks and logs and resemble 

green fur. 
As the clumps grow, they break 

loose from the bottom and float to the 
top, causing ugly green mats on the 
pond surface. 

Filamentous algae begins growing 
in the early spring and is first noticed 
around the edges of the pond in shal- 
low water. It has no redeemable value 
to a pond. 

Attached-erect algae commonly 
are mistaken for a higher vascular 
plant due to its dense, gritty appear- 
ance and its resemblance to aquatic 
plants with left-like structures. 

Attached-erect algae are less com- 
mon, but due to its thickness, blooms 
can be dangerous to swimmers along 
with being a nuisance to other water 
activities. 

Attached-erect algae provide no 
significant value to a pond system. 

Algae blooms in ponds are stimu- 
lated by the availability of excess 
nutrients in the pond and sunlight 
penetration. 

. Excess nutrients usually come 
from fish feces, decaying vegetation, 
fish food and fertilization run-off. 

Shallow, clear ponds are often the 
most likely environments for algae to 
occur, due to the ability of sunlight to 

Ray Receives VFW Scholarship 
Chelsea Ray, daughter of Cliff and Ramona Ray of Eagle Lake, was the 

recipient of this year's V.F.W. Scholarship. Pictured left to right are David 
Haas V.F.W. member, Chelsea Ray, and Len Matula, VFW Commander. 

penetrate through to the bottom soil. 
The options available for algae 

control are wide. Herbicides/algae- 
cides like copper sulfate are common 
solutions used, due to its ability to kill 
the algae quickly. 

However, a quick kill off of algae 
will actually work against the health 
of the pond. 

Large algae kills will result in a 
decrease in available of oxygen for 
other aquatic life and the increase in 
nutrients stemming from the dead 
algae, which leads to new cycles of 
algae. 

An effective, long term method to 
control pond algae is the use of a live 
microbial product, that utilizes special 
beneficial bacteria to break the growth 
cycle of pond algae. 

The microbes, once introduced 
into the pond, consume the excess 
nutrients, limiting the amount avail- 
able for the algae. 

They also break down the decaying 
vegetation and other organic matter 
that algae gets nutrients from, while at 
the same time releasing oxygen back 
into the pond. 

The products are also all-natural 
and completely safe for fish, animals 
and turf plants. 

This introduction of increased 
oxygen levels creates two positive 
effects. 

Increased levels of oxygen in the 
water will cause decomposition of 
organic matter to occur faster, thus 
limiting the amount of nutrients 
available. 

Increased amounts of oxygen also 
squeeze out other gases like carbon 
dioxide, which aquatic plants like 
algae nee to survive. 

The fight to control pond algae is a 
formidable challenge, but with knowl- 
edge and the help from a live microbial 
product, a clean, healthy and beautiful 
pond can be achieved. 
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Girl Scouts Donate Cookies 

The Eagle Lake Junior Girl Scout Troop #6006 donated 44 boxes of 
Girl Scout Cookies to the Colorado County Opportunity Center. This was 
part of the Gift of Caring Program that Girl Scouts offers during "cookie 
time". Thanks to donations from the community, the girls were able to 
share these great treats with everyone there. This also qualifies as a ser- 
vice project for our Jr. Girl Scout Troop. Pictured are Shalandra Moore, 
Taylor Semora. Ashley Grain and Angela Duet. Way to go girls! 

Hoffman Graduates From 
Texas State University 

Kinsey Lynn Hoffman graduated 
from Texas State University - San 
Marcos with a Bachelor of Arts In- 
ternational Studies with a major in 
International Studies. 

Commencement was held at 2:30 
p.m. May 13 at the Strahan Coliseum 
in San Marcos. 

Kinsey was a 2002 graduate of Rice 
Consolidated High School. 

She is the daughter of Theirry and 
Lisa Hoffman of Nada, granddaughter 
of Kenneth and JoAnn Mahalitc of 
Eagle Lake, Meth and Mary Hoffman 
of Nada, and great-granddaughter of 
Ethel Konvicka and Hattie Mahalitc 
of Eagle Lake. 

While a student at Texas State she 
made the Dean's List and completed 
her internship at the International Af- 
fairs Department of San Antonio. 

Attending the graduation in San 
Marcos were Kinsey's parents; broth- 
er, Kevin Hoffman; JoAnn and Ken- 
neth Mahalitc, Mary, Meth, Sherry, 
Darby, and Jenna Hoffman, Lana and 
Kelsey Grammer, Jaime Stein, Scott 
Friedrichs and Alyson Lanier. 

A celebration dinner was held in 
her honor after the commencement 

Kinsey Lynn Hoffman 

at Logan's Run in San Marcos. 
Kinsey will be relocating to the 

Austin area to pursue a career in 
International Business. 

Cheek Us Out Online at 
www.eaglelakeheadlight.com 

Farmer's Mutual Presents Scholarships 
R.V.O.S. gave seven scholarships to members and sons and daughters Thursday May 18 at Rice High School. 

Pictured left to right are Len Matula, RVOS Lodge #23, Nada; President, Curtis Williams, Jr., Dane Krenek, 
Sean Korenek, Katie Hoffman, Audrey Drlik, and Layton Gold. Not pictured is Kayla Wishert. 
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979-234-5521 
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Columbus Livestock 
Co. .Inc. 

Todd Keaton, Owner 979-732-2622 
Sale Every Thursday r 

10:30 a.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8 
CATTLE ON HAND-2729 

HORSES-2    GOATS-0    DONKEY-0 
#OFSELLERS-413 

PACKER COWS 
Higher dressing utility & cutter cows 42-49 
Lower dressing utility & cutter cows 35-41 
Thin Cows 28-34 

PACKER BULLS 
Heavyweight bulls 55-64 
Utility cutter bulls 48-54 

STEERS #1 #2 
200-300 lbs 160-190 135-155 
300-400 lbs 143-160 124-142 
400-500 lbs 122-142 110-122 
500-600 lbs 115-128 105-114 
600-700 lbs 106-115 93-105 
700-800 lbs 100-110 88-99 

HEIFERS #1 #2 
200-300 lbs 145-170 130-144 
300-400 lbs 125-141 113-124 
400-500 lbs 118-133 107-117 
500-600 lbs 105-115 93-104 
600-700 lbs 96-108 83-94 
700-800 lbs 87-95 80-86 

STOCKER COWS 
Good Stocker Cow/calf Pairs 850-950 
Medium Cow/calf Pairs 650-845 
Common Cow/calf Pairs 575-645 
Good Stocker Cows & Heifers 650-775 
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers 500-645 

1001 E. Main • Eagle Lake • 234-7665 
Pork Slab Ribs (small 4 ibs, & down) it>. $2.29 
Hormel Pressed Ham ib$2.29 
Boneless Beef Texas Style Ribs ib.$2.49 
SirloinS (Great on the Grill) lb$3.49 
Beef RibS (for Baking. BBQ or Stew) lb $1.99 
Shoulder Round Roast ib $2.69 
Pork Country Style Ribs ib. $1.89 
Butterflied Seasoned Split Fryers     ib$1.49 
Round SteakS (Tenderized Free) lb$2.99 
Beef Hindquarters (i25-135ibs.avg.cAv) ib. $2.29 

Janik's Boudin Hot or Mild 

501b 
Beef 

Specials 

50 lb Hind 
Quarter 
4129.50 

50 lb Fore 
Ouarter 
J119.50 

*Smoked: 

30 Ib. bulk 
Pork and 

Beef 
$1.99 lb. 

Hot 
Links 

$1.89 lb. 

Seasoned 
Hamburger       yac-Packed 

20-3-l's 
$17.99 

Tripas 
151b 
Box 

$12.99 

Steaks 

Ready for 

the Grill 

Stuffed 

Pork Chops 

Reg. or Jal. 

Call in orders WELCOME; Credit Cards & Loneslar Accepted 
Sale Prices Good Through Thurs.. June 15, 2006 - June 17. 2006. Open: 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 David & Jill Janik, Owners esmm-m 

Wharton County Junior College 

SUMMER 2006 REGISTRATION 

40 

37 PROGRAMS OF STUDY 
• Core classes in English, Math, History, Science, 

Speech, Humanities, Visual Performing Arts, 
Government, Kinesiology, and Social Sciences 

• Associate in Arts degree 
- Transfer programs to four-year universities 

• One-year certification programs 
• Two-year associate in applied science degrees 
• Distance learning courses 
• Financial aid 
• Dual and concurrent enrollment 

- college credits in high school 

A LOCATION NEAR YOU! 
WHARTON • SUGAR LAND • RICHMOND 

EL CAMPO • PALACIOS • BAY CITY 

I -800-561-WCJC 
www. wcjc. edu 
FUTURES BEGIN HERE 

WEB REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER 

Summer I - Now thru June 4 
Summer II - Now thru July 9 

WALK-IN REGISTRATION 
FOR SUMMER 

Wharton • Richmond • Sugar Land 

Summer I - Now thru June 1 
Summer II - Now thru June 30 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
or contact the Admissions 
and Registration Office 
for times, locations, 
and requirements 

Wharton County 
Junior College 

j 


